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Volunteer Opportunities at Vista for 18 year olds and over
As a volunteer at Vista there are many opportunities for you to give some of your time and share your skills doing what you love.  There are many different types of volunteering roles to suit you.  When considering what you would like to do please think about your experience and interests, how much time you have and how far you would like to travel.  You can be involved in as many different roles as you would like to be.  Many roles are shared between volunteers to suit the hours that you have available.  All volunteers are requested to provide 2 referee’s and some roles also require a CRB check.
We recognise the value of all of our volunteers and the tremendous work that you do to support Vista and our blind and visually impaired members across Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland.  All volunteers receive training, support and regular reviews in their role.  We also pay for your travel expenses to and from your volunteer placement and aim to support any access needs you may have.  
Below is a list of the roles we currently have available for volunteers.  
If you are interested in any of these roles please contact 0116 249 8839 or email ivolunteer@vistablind.org.uk     

Social groups 

Vista runs social groups for visually impaired people throughout the City, County and Rutland.  The groups offer a wide range of activities to cater for all interests, ethnicities and age.  Volunteers play a very active role within these groups helping to run activities, serving refreshments and meals, setting up and clearing away for activities and meal times and chatting to group members.  At the moment we have vacancies for the following groups:

Loughborough 3 - 5 hours a week 

Groups take place on Tuesdays at Elim Church.  Hours are flexible to suit your availability.

Hinckley 3 - 5 hours a week

Groups take place on Fridays at United Reform Church.  Hours are flexible to suit your availability.

Melton Mowbray 3 - 5 hours a week

Groups take place on Thursdays at Gloucester House.  Hours are flexible to suit your availability.

Coalville 3 - 5 hours a week

Groups take place on Tuesdays at the Marlene Reid Centre.  Hours are flexible to suit your availability.

Oakham 3 - 5 hours a week

Groups take place on Wednesdays at Castle Room.  Hours are flexible to suit your availability.

Box collectors
(throughout Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland, anytime)
We are looking for volunteer Box Collectors to maintain Vista collection boxes placed in shops, pubs etc.  The role involves developing your area, counting the contents and banking these monies and promoting Vista to local businesses.  Travel expenses will be paid and training and support provided. 
Vista Fundraisers
(Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland)
Could you represent Vista at an event?  Would you like to help us to raise funds and spread the positive message about Vista?  This role involves attending events to collect cheques, awards etc on behalf of Vista and to help with fundraising activities.  Travel expenses will be paid and training and support provided. 
Befriending 

(Throughout Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland, anytime)

The Befriending scheme is for visually impaired people who are socially isolated and would benefit from a volunteer visiting them at home and getting out and about together.  Being a Befriender can be very rewarding and can make a world of difference to someone’s life.  Travel expenses will be paid and training and support provided. 
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Residential Homes – Leicester Forest East and Rushey Mead 
Vista has two residential homes supporting elderly residents who are experiencing sight loss and offer many opportunities for volunteering.  
Volunteers help with:

· running and supporting groups and one to one activities
· serving refreshments
· Befriending residents
ICT tutors at the Kathleen Rutland Residential home
(Leicester Forest East – times are flexible)

Would like to introduce elderly residents to ICT and show them how to use it in their everyday lives?  You may be showing someone how to browse the internet, send an email or a text message, write a letter or a shopping list.  All travel costs are reimbursed and training provided.

For more information about becoming a Vista Volunteer please call: 0116 249 8839
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