
Notice of AGM 
This year our Annual General Meeting is taking place on 
Thursday 27th September, 2pm in the Lord Mayor’s Room, New 
Walk Museum, Leicester. 

As a member, join us on the day to hear about our work over the 
last year, share your views on how you would like our 
organisation to develop and meet staff, members and fellow 
supporters. 

To confirm attendance please complete the enclosed form, or 
get in touch on 0116 249 0909. If you are unable to attend you 
can send us your postal or proxy voting form. 

Newsline

Welcome to our August newsletter. It’s a busy time for us at 
Vista, with our recent move to a new office, the progress of 
our plans for our new residential development and exciting 
new projects in the pipeline. In this issue we look back on 
the successes of the past year, ahead of our AGM and tell 
you a little about plans for the coming year. 
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Fundraising update 
Our Fundraising Team have had an exciting few months. Sunrise 
City 5k raised over £9,000, thanks to our incredible supporters. 
We have Leicester's half and full marathon, Leicester 10k and 
muddy challenges for you to get involved in over the coming 
months. 

In order for these challenges to run seamlessly we always need 
more volunteers to help on the day. If you would you like to 
volunteer, then please get in touch with our Fundraising Team, 
who have many opportunities available.

Leicester 10k
Vista is official Charity partner for the Asda Foundation Leicester 
10k which starts at Abbey park on the 9th of September. 
We need volunteers to help marshal, hand out goodie bags and 
medals. It's always exciting to cheer on our Team Vista runners. 

Empty boxes in your area 
You may have seen our elephant collection boxes in your local 
shops, supermarkets, cafés and restaurants and we need your 
help to empty these. Could you help us by looking after the boxes 
in your local area?

Supermarket nominations 
Help us at your local supermarket, by nominating Vista to be a 
benefitting charity for their charity schemes, by filling out a form at 
the customer service point.

All of these roles play an 
important part in fundraising. If 
you a friend or a family member 
are interested in helping us then 
please get in touch by calling 
0116 2498801 or email 
fundraising@vistablind.org.uk

Becky and Lucy - Fundraising Team 



Your support makes a huge difference! 
Case Study – Luigi Martino
Luigi Martino was born with 
Ectrodactyly–ectodermal dysplasia–cleft 
syndrome, which is a rare genetic 
disorder that affects the hair, teeth, nails, 
skin and sweat glands as well as 
malformation of the eyes. 
When Luigi turned 40 years old his eye 
sight started to deteriorate rapidly and 
he became registered at Vista as 
partially blind and he was transferred to 
Leicester Royal Infirmary where he visited 
our Eye Clinic Liaison service. Here he 
spoke to Naomi, one of Vista’s highly 
qualified Eye Clinic Liaison Officers 
(ECLOs). Luigi said, "Naomi reassured me that not all hope was 
lost – it’s not the end of the world." He describes the service as 
an invaluable experience which offers fantastic, easy access to 
a whole range of useful information. 

The ECLO team have helped Luigi to liaise with consultants, 
providing advice and support on what’s available. This one-to-
one support has had a huge impact on Luigi’s confidence and he 
feels he can be more independent in his day-to-day life. Luigi 
added: "The service has helped in all aspects of my life – the 
reassurance that you’re not on your own and that there’s 
somebody there to turn to fills me with hope."

New office address 
From the 1st August 2018, our new registered office address will 
be Vista, 16 New Walk, Leicester, LE1 6UB. Please note our 
contact numbers will remain the same. 



Focus on...

Meet our new Trustees

Earlier this year we announced the selection of three new 
trustees, who will be officially elected at this years Annual 
General Meeting. 

We also bid farewell to three trustees and thank them for the 
fantastic contribution they have made to Vista. Our strong and 
diverse Board of Trustees are all volunteers who accept 
ultimate responsibility for directing the affairs of the charity.

Paul Bott, Chief Executive of Vista said,

"We’re delighted that Tom, Ruth and Paul will be joining the 
trustees. We have a great board, made up of great trustees, 
with a wide range of experience and skills. They are the 
decision makers in how Vista moves forward, and a good 
board is critical to the continued success of the charity.

We will, however, have three long-standing trustees retiring 
from the Board. Anne Parsons retired in March, Urvashi Dattani 
in July and Sue Disley, previously the Chair of Trustees, has 
indicated that she will retire at the AGM in September having 
completed her terms.

Anne, Urvashi and Sue are part of the Trustee Board that 
brought me into the organisation, and over the past six years 
have supported and challenged me (which is exactly what a 
trustee should do!). I’d like to add my personal thanks to those 
of the rest of the charity for your generosity in freely 
contributing your time, your skills and your enthusiasm." 



Tom Pey was 39 years old when he lost 
his sight and he talks about the impact in 
his book ‘Bang! You’re Dead’. Tom is one 
of the big voices in the sector, having 
spent 11 years as Director of External 
Affairs at Guide Dogs, and in his role at 
the Royal Society for Blind Children, 
where he has been the Chief Executive 
since 2010.

Ruth Ingman has a Masters in Law and 
Employment Relations and started her 
career at the Bar in Birmingham. Ruth 
currently works as an Independent Lay 
Chair for NHS England, in addition to 
building her own secondary business. 
Between 2008 and 2010 Ruth was 
President of the Leicestershire Chamber 
of Commerce and has held non-executive 
posts in the public, private and third 
sectors.

Paul Ryb spent over 20 years as an 
investment banker, and was Managing 
Director of Global Banking and Markets 
Division at RBS. Since losing his central 
vision in 2007 to macular dystrophy he 
has brought his expertise in assistive 
technology, cyber security, business 
strategy and angel investing to 
commercial, public and charity boards, 
including the Macular Society, RNIB, Blind 
in Business and now Vista.   



Oksana has over 20 years of experience working in a variety 
of community settings, in particular with Early Years. The 
pack contains resources and activities that will stimulate 
children's creativity, whilst supporting the Early Years 
Foundation Stage Framework. With this pack we aim to give 
Early Years Practitioners and parents help and guidance in 
accessing the correct resources to prevent sight loss or eye 
conditions. 

At the launch we invited members 
from Early Years settings to a live 
training session to see the pack in 
action. At the end of the session 
practitioners were able to take away a 
resource pack to their own nurseries 
or early years settings and continue to 
reinforce the learnings.

For more information about this project 
or resource pack please contact 
Oksana Tyminska on 
oksana@vistablind.org.uk or 
0781 6074 977.  

Making a difference in Early Years 

In this edition we want to showcase 
our Early Years 'Let's get moving!' 
Resource Pack, which we launched 
last month. 
Following on from our successful 
Children's Eye Health project, we 
have now rolled out our Early 
Years Eye Health project, working 
with East Midlands dance based
artist Oksana Tyminska. 



To mark Eye Health Week 2018, we will be in the Highcross 
St Peter's Square, with our Mobile Support Service, offering 
free eye screening, advice and information about taking care 
of your eyes. You will get the results of your eye screening 
instantly so make sure you come along and visit us. For 
more information please visit www.vistablind.org.uk

Work. Live. Leicestershire

Campaigning with National 
Federation of the Blind of 
the UK (NFBUK)
At Vista safety and accessibility 
concerns raised by blind, 
partially sighted and disabled 
people are taken very seriously. 
Earlier this year our Operations 
Director, along with some of the 
people we support, visited 10 
Downing Street to campaign 
against shared space and 
improving access and inclusion 
in the built environment. We 
have also supported this 
campaign locally in Leicester 
City Centre.
To find out more visit www.vistablind.org.uk/news

National Eye Health Week – 24th - 28th September

Thanks to funding from the Big Lottery 
Fund and the LLEP, Vista will be running 
16 events across rural Leicestershire. Through these projects we 
are hoping to improve opportunities for rural communities. To 
find out more about the project and the partners we are working 
with, contact Jamie Mackrill on 07715 078849.



A full copy of the annual report and financial 
statements for 2017/2018 is available upon request.

 
scheme gains

Voluntary income - 434
Retail trading - 223
Investment & other income - 190 
Residential services - 4,650 
Community services - 769 
Leicester Ageing Together - 1,311 
Money Advice Service - 121
Gains on investment assets - 78
Actuarial gains on pension schemes - 179 

Total income - 7,955

Expenditure 2018 (£000’s)

Fundraising costs - 150
Retail trading costs - 309 
Investment management & other 
costs - 58
Residential services - 4,561 
Community services - 1,239 
Leicester Ageing Together -1,311 
Money Advice Service - 121 
Governance costs - 56
Past service pension costs - 83 

Voluntary income Retail trading Investment & other income Residential services Community services Leicester Ageing Together

Fundraising costs Retail trading costs Investment management & other costs

Residential services Community services Leicester Ageing Together

Governance costs Past service pension costs

Summarised Statement of Financial Activities for 
the year ended 31st March 2018 (£000's)
Income 2018 (£000's) - Inc. investment and pension

Total expenditure - 7,888




