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Update From Vista – New Year, New Opportunities
Update from Becky Newham, Director of Fundraising and Communications
A new year always brings a sense of possibility, and we’re excited about the opportunities ahead. 
We’re looking forward to improving the ways for people to connect with our services, making it easier for our communities across Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland to engage in the vital work Vista does.
At the same time, we know the year will bring challenges.
Both the fundraising and wider health sectors continue to experience significant pressures, and people living with sight loss—whether newly diagnosed or further along their journey—continue to navigate a world that isn’t always built with them in mind.
Our dedicated and determined team is ready to meet these challenges head‑on. We remain committed to adapting and developing our support so it truly reflects the needs of the communities we serve.
This commitment is especially important to me as someone living with sight loss. I rely on accessible technology and screen‑reading every day, and I know firsthand how frustrating it can be when things don’t work as they should. 
That’s why I’m passionate about ensuring we continue to listen closely to your experiences—and act on your feedback.
With that in mind, I’d like to invite you to share your thoughts on this e‑newsletter. Your feedback is invaluable in helping us understand what’s working well and where we can make improvements.
Please take five to ten minutes to complete the short survey found below. Your responses will be instrumental in shaping how we communicate with people affected by sight or dual sensory loss throughout 2026.
If for any reason you cannot complete this survey, you are also welcome to email feedback directly to marketing@vistablind.org.uk. 
Visit https://forms.office.com/e/JEz7rQdTaj to complete the form.
Try A Café Meetup
New year, new connections! We host a range of different meetups across the local area.
Our meetups provide an opportunity to get together over a tea or coffee, have a chat, and share your life experiences. The aim of these get togethers is simple – we want to provide people living with sight or dual sensory loss the space to socialise and access advice.
Each meetup has friendly volunteers on hand to greet you and help to ensure you get the most from the session. We know that going somewhere new and navigating an unfamiliar environment can feel intimidating, so we aim to make our sessions as welcoming as possible.
All of our meetups are free to attend, and are hosted at venues accessible via public transport to ensure accessibility. 
Click here to view all of our upcoming events. [https://www.vistablind.org.uk/news-events/events/]
Cane Return Scheme
Looking for a way to kick 2026 off with a good deed? We are delighted to share that Vista will be undertaking a cane return scheme to provide people who no longer need a cane with an opportunity to give it to somebody who needs one.
 
We know that purchasing a cane can be costly for many people, so we wanted to extend an invitation for anyone in our community who may have had a symbol or long cane on loan from us in the past and are no longer being used, to donate back to Vista.
 
You can drop these at our Head Office (Vista, 3rd Floor, Provincial House, 37 New Walk, Leicester, LE1 6TE) or we can organise for packaging and a returns label to be delivered to you if easier.
 
For more details on this scheme, please contact info@vistablind.org.uk or call us on 01162 498 839.
 
Please note we are only able to accept canes that are in good condition.

New Ways To Fundraise 
Could this be the year that you fundraise for Vista’s local services? There are many different ways to get involved!
What better way to beat those January blues than take on our Couch to 5K challenge.  Not a runner but would like to increase your physical activity?  This sponsored challenge is perfect for you. Find out more via the button below. 
If donning your running shoes and exploring the great outdoors is not for you, why not play our lottery from the comfort of your own home? For £4.34 per month, you can get entered into a weekly draw with an opportunity to win up to £25,000. You can also purchase an e-voucher for friends and family.  It’s just a few clicks away. 
 Check out our brand new Fundraising Calendar for 2026 with year-round inspiration for fundraising activities, alongside events and challenges that you can take part in.
You can also email fundraising@vistablind.org.uk if you would like to discuss different opportunities to fundraise for our services.
Get involved in a Couch to 5K. [https://www.vistablind.org.uk/i-want-to/fundraise/take-on-a-challenge/running-events/couch-5k/]
Take part in Vista’s lottery. [https://www.vistablind.org.uk/i-want-to/give/play-the-lottery/]
View our events calendar. [https://www.vistablind.org.uk/i-want-to/fundraise/fundraising-events-calendar/]
Could you pursue a career in the sight loss field in 2026?
There are lots of different roles in the sight loss field where you can make a real and meaningful difference to the lives of people affected by visual impairments.
You could start your role as Trainee Assistant Vision Rehabilitation Specialist like Janine – who attends University each month as part of a qualification supported by Vista.
Janine said:
I am currently studying for a Foundation degree in Rehabilitation studies focusing on supporting those who have a visual impairment. I have widened my knowledge of the various eye conditions and how these impact on people’s lives.  
I have been able to learn new skills to enable me to support those with a visual impairment more effectively. I have learnt things such as guiding, long cane skills, kitchen skills. The course is giving more knowledge and experience that is helping me in my role at Vista, to ensure I am doing the most efficient job in supporting those with a visual impairment.  
Vista is a very supportive place to work, and I really enjoy my job.  
Feeling inspired? Whilst we have no current vacancies, there are always opportunities to volunteer if you would like to begin to build your understanding of sight loss.
Click here to view our current volunteering opportunities. [https://www.vistablind.org.uk/i-want-to/volunteer/]



Dates For The Diary
12th January - All Things Android - Tech Together
10:30am – 1pm 
In person at Vista, 3rd Floor, Provincial House, 37 New Walk, Leicester, LE1 6TE. 
Or Virtually via Zoom
A warm and friendly discussion group - exploring and learning about Android products (smartphones, tablets, software and services).
13th January – Cafe Meet Up (South Wigston)
10am – 12pm 
The Salvation Army (Loaf and Bloom Cafe), Ladysmith Road off Saffron Road, South Wigston, Leicester, LE18 4UZ
18th January - ATW Mallory Park Winter Run 5k
Gear up for an adrenaline-packed winter running experience like no other! Conquer the cold weather and embrace the thrill of running in this event hosted by ATW Mallory.
More details here: https://www.atwevents.co.uk/e/atw-mallory-park-winter-run-half-marathon-10k-5k-and-fun-run-11292.
22nd January – Cafe Meet Up (Leicester City Centre) 
12:30pm – 2:30pm 
Chapel Café, Bishop Street Methodist Church, 10a Bishop Street, Town Hall Square, Leicester, LE1 6AF
22nd January - Tea and Tech Talk - Tech Together 
1:30pm – 2:30pm
Vista, 3rd Floor, Provincial House, 37 New Walk, Leicester, LE1 6TE
Are you interested in technology but don’t know where to start? Looking for a new phone but want to know more about the options available? Or maybe just want to know more about technology? Join the Tech Together for our Tea and Tech Talk meet-up. 
26th January - Cafe Meet Up (Hinckley)
10am - 12pm
St Mary's Church, Church Walk, Hinckley LE10 1DW 
28th January – Cafe Meet Up (Loughborough) 
10am – 12pm 
Community Room, TESCO Extra, Park Road, Loughborough, LE11 2EX
2nd February - Cafe Meet Up (Beaumont Leys)
10am - 12pm
Community Room, TESCO Extra, Beaumont Leys Shopping Centre, LE4 1DE
2nd February – All Things Apple - Tech Together 
10:30am - 1pm
In person at Vista, 3rd Floor, Provincial House, 37 New Walk, Leicester, LE1 6TE. 
Or Virtually via Zoom
A warm and friendly discussion group - exploring and learning about Apple products (iPhone, Mac computers, apps, software and services).
